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Library-Southern Methodist University); 702652612 (Yale University, National Library of 
Medicine); cf. 956514524 (a similar work printed the same year in Zacatecas, consisting 
of a single sheet, 44 x 32 cm., at University of California-San Diego).
 

43. MILLAN DE POBLETE, Juan. Sermon Funebre, que en las Exequias 
celebradas por la venerable union de nuestro Padre San Phelipe Neri, en su 
Oratorio de Mexico, à las piadosas memorias del Señor Douctor D. Juan de la 
Pedrosa, su actual prefecto Predico El Doctor D. Juan Millan de Poblete, Cura, 
que fue, por su Magestad del Sagrario, y actual Prebendado de la Santa Iglesia 
Metropolitana de Mexico, e dia 23 de Mayo de 1701 años. Mexico: Miguel 
de Ribera, [1701]. 4°, disbound. Title page with double typographical 
border, several small typographical vignettes, and four crosses of two 
different types. In good to very good condition. (5 ll.), 19 pp. Lacks first 
preliminary leaf.		  $100.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION.
❊ Medina Mexico 2042. Beristain II, 274. OCLC: 83932335 (no location given); 29958258 
(New York Public Library, Indiana University, University of Pennsylvania, Biblioteca 
Nacional de Chile); 1097711107 (Universidad Autonoma de Puebla). Jisc locates a copy 
in the British Library. Not located in CCPBE. Not located in Rebiun. Not located in 
Hollis. Not located in Orbis. Not located in Melvyl, which cites 4 other works by the 
author. Not located in University of Texas online catalog. Josiah locates a copy at the 
John Carter Brown Library.

A Catalan Defends Spanish Treatment of the Indians

44.  NUIX [Y PERPIÑÁ], Juan, S.J. Reflexiones imparciales sobre la 
humanidad de los españoles en las Indias, contra los pretendidos filósofos y 
políticos. Para ilustrar las historias de MM. Raynal y Robertson. Escritas 
en italiano por el Abate Don Juan Nuix, y traducidas con algunas notas 
por D. Pedro Varela y Ulloa …. Madrid: Por D. Joachin Ibarra, 1782. 
4° (in 8s), nineteenth-century tree calf (rubbed, front free endpaper 
detached but present), smooth spine gilt with black label. Woodcut 
initials. Minor soiling and stains. Library stamp erased from verso 
of title-page, leaving 2 small holes (without text loss). In very good 
condition. Later (nineteenth century?) notes on verso of half title, 
with two references to sales. Entry from a German auction catalogue 
pasted to top of same page. (2 ll.), lii, 315 pp.		  $1,250.00

First edition in Spanish of Riflessioni imparziali sopra l’umanità degli Spagnuoli nell’ 
Indie (Venice, 1780). It was written to counter the allegations of Spanish mistreatment 
of the Indians that had been published in Robertson’s History of America, London 1777, 
and Raynal’s Histoire philosophique et politique, Amsterdam 1770. 

Nuix deals first with the question of whether the Indian population is declining, 
covering such issues as the reliability of Bartolomé de las Casas’ works, the Indians’ 
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lack of skill at agriculture, the effects of disease, and “Los extrangeros que impidieron 
la comunicacion de la Metrópoli con las Colonias.” He is particularly vehement about 
the detrimental effects of mining on the population and the economy (pp. 44-76, with 
mentions of Peru and Mexico). 

Next there is a section on how the Spanish acquired land from the Indians and 
whether their conquests were morally acceptable. Pages 202-14 deal with the Inquisition. 
Nuix compares the behavior of the Spanish with that of other European conquerors, 
insisting that any atrocities in the Spanish colonies were committed by individuals 
who were later reprimanded by the Spanish government. He concludes by arguing that 
any harm done to the Indians was more than compensated for by the introduction of 
Christianity among them.

This first translation from Italian to Spanish was the work of Pedro Varela y Ulloa, 
a member of the Royal Council. It includes a preface by the translator in which he argues 
that the Spanish form of colonialism was unique: that the crimes being attributed to 
Spain were in fact the work of private individuals, and were minor compared to those 
of other European nations. This dovetails nicely with Nuix’s contention in the main text.

Nuix y Perpiña (Tora, Old Castile, 1740-Italy, 1783) became a Jesuit in 1754. By 1767 
he was teaching rhetoric at Vich. One of the arguments Nuix uses to bolster his credibility 
in discussing the Spaniards is that he was a Catalan, and the Catalans did not participate 
in the colonization of the Indies. After the Jesuits were expelled from Spain, Nuix spent 
the rest of his life in Italy. A second translation of this work, with additions, was made 
by the author’s brother, Joséf de Nuix y Perpiñá, and published in Cervera in 1783. 

❊ Ruiz Lasala 646; also citing (nº 319) in error an Ibarra edition of Madrid, 1772. 
Palau 196692: noting existence of some large-paper copies. Medina, Bibliotheca hispano-
americana 5007. Backer-Sommervogel V, 1836-7. Fernández de Navarrete, Biblioteca marítima 
española II, 281-2. Sempere y Guarinos IV, 153-6. Not in Aguilar Piñal; see VI, nº 699 for 
the Cervera, 1783 edition. Sabin 56309. JCB III, ii, 194. JFB (1994) N241. Maggs, Bibliotheca 
Americana V, nº 1782. Duviols, L’Amérique espagnole vue et rêvée, p. 206. Whitehead, BL 
Eighteenth-Century Spanish STC, N61. Whitehead, “Joaquin Ibarra … Holdings in … Brit-
ish Library” in The British Library Journal, VI, 2 (Autumn 1980), p. 213. 

Guadalajara Imprint on the Eve of the War of Reform

45. ORTIZ, Jesús. Defensa de la Carta del Cura del Sagrario de Guadalajara, 
reimpresa en “La Cruz” e 13 de Agosto, e impugnada en el Apéndice Anónimo 
que se ha publicado en el “Siglo XIX” el 14 de Noviembre del presente año. 
Guadalajara: Tip. de Rodriguez, 1857. 8°, disbound, traces of early 
blue wrappers. Wood engraved vignette on title page. Typopgraphi-
cal headpiece on p. [3]. Short tear at inner margin of title page. Small 
light stains on title page. In good to very good condition. Signature of 
Eduníges Quíntero on title page. 71 pp.		  $400.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION of this scarce polemical pamphlet printed at Guada-
lajara dealing with Church-State relations and the Mexican Constitution. The Mexican 
Constitution of 1857, drafted during the presidency of Ignacio Comonfort, though liberal, 
retained most of the Roman Catholic Church’s Colonial era privileges and revenues, 
but unlike the earlier constitution, did not mandate that the Catholic Church be the 
nation’s exclusive religion. Moreover, it secularized education, and did away with certain 
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exemptions from the jurisdiction of civil and criminal courts of the clergy and army. 
Such reforms were unacceptable to the leadership of the clergy and the Conservatives. 
Comonfort and members of his administration were excommunicated, and a revolt was 
then declared, leading to the War of Reform, from December 1857 to January 1861. This 
civil war became increasingly bloody and polarized the nation’s politics. Many of the 
Moderates came over to the side of the Liberals, convinced that the great political power 
of the Church needed to be curbed. For some time, the Liberals and Conservatives had 
their own governments, the Conservatives in Mexico City and the Liberals headquartered 
in Veracruz. The war ended with Liberal victory, and Liberal president Benito Juárez 
moved his administration to Mexico City.

❊ OCLC: 17143793 (Library of Congress, Harvard University, University of Texas 
at Arlington); 2622198 (University of California – Berkeley, University of Georgia, 
University of Texas at San Antonio, University of Wisconsin – Madison); 1191721795 
(microfilm: Harvard University), 786288450 (computer file: Harvard University). Not 
located in CCPBE. Not located in Rebiun. Not located in Jisc. Not located in University 
of Texas online catalogue.

46. OSORIO, Marconi. La gran negociación Mexico-Estados Unidos. Segunda 
edición. Mexico: Ediciones El Caballito, (1982). 8°, original illustrated 
wrappers. In very good condition. 215, (1) pp. ISBN: 968-6011-404.		
		  $15.00

By the Beloved Bishop of Puebla, “The Second Las Casas” 
An Adversary of the Jesuits

47. PALAFOX Y MENDOZA, Juan de. Carta pastoral, y conocimientos 
de la divina gracia bondad y misericordia …. Brussels: Francisco Vivien, 
1659. 12°, contemporary limp vellum (darkened), ties missing. Woodcut 
initials. In very good to fine condition. (6 ll.), 201 pp.		  $900.00

Third edition (of at least seven) of a work first published in Madrid, 1653, and again 
in Brussels, 1653, by the same printer as the present edition.

Palafox y Mendoza, energetic and beloved bishop of Puebla, was known as “the 
second Las Casas” because of his staunch defense of the Indians. As a direct consequence 
of his battles with the Jesuits, he was eventually transferred to the inconsequential See 
of Osma in Old Castile, where he died in 1659. His actions were finally vindicated by 
three papal briefs.

❊ Palau 209586: without collation. Medina, BHA 1304: calling for only 5 preliminary 
leaves, and a blank leaf at the end; citing his own copy. Simón Díaz XVI, 3709n.: citing only 
the Medina copy, now at the Biblioteca Nacional in Santiago de Chile. Peeters-Fontainas 
1022: citing only his own copy. NUC: cites only a microfilm of the Medina copy in the 
Biblioteca Nacional, Santiago de Chile at DLC, RPB. 
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Mexican President Addresses Congress at Querétaro 
War with the United States Going Badly

48. PEÑA Y PEÑA, Manuel de la. Manifiesto del Exmº Sr. Presidente 
Provisional … a la Republica Mejicana, publicado à su entrada en la capital 
del estado soberano de Querétaro el dia 13 de Octubre de 1847. Querétaro: I. 
de F. Frias, 1847. 8°, original blue printed wrappers. Woodcut tailpiece. 
Overall in fine condition. 8 pp.		  $300.00

FIRST EDITION. After the Mexican Congress was driven from the capital city by the 
advance of United States troops, it took refuge in the city of Querétaro, where it continued 
to hold its sessions until Guadalupe Hidalgo. This important work is the address of the 
president when he arrived in Querétaro.

❊ Palau 217560. Bancroft V, 527. Lathrop C. Harper, Catalog 12, Texas, Mexico & the 
Southwest, 365. Eberstadt 150: 132. NUC: CtY, CtU. OCLC: 2589014 (New York Public 
Library, University of Arizona, University of California-Berkeley, University of Con-
necticut, Yale University, Library of Congress, Boston Public Library, Harvard University, 
Duke University, University of Pennsylvania, Southern Methodist University, University 
of Houston, Baylor University, University of Texas-Arlington). 

49. PÉREZ DE RIBAS, Andrés, S.J. My Life Among the Savage Nations 
of New Spain … written in the year A.D. 1644 and entitled “Triumphs of 
our Saintly Faith Among Peoples the Most Barbarous and Savage of the New 
Orb.” Los Angeles: Ward Ritchie Press, (1968). Folio (27 x 18 cm.), pub-
lisher’s cloth with dust jacket (small repairs to dust jacket with tape, 
spine slightly faded). Overall in very good condition. xvi, 256 pp., with 
maps and black & white photos.		  $40.00

First English translation, and apparently the first translation to any language, by 
Thomas A. Robertson, of Perez de Ribas’ fascinating history of the Jesuit missions in 
Sinaloa from 1590 to 1644, originally published as Historia de los triumphos de nuestra santa 
fee …, Madrid, 1645. It is also important for the early history of California and includes 
information on Florida. Abridged (with profuse apologies) by the translator.

❊ On the first edition, see Wagner, Spanish Southwest 43. 

Perhaps the Most Intellectually Impressive of the Author’s Writings

50. PRADT, Dominique Georges Frédéric de Riom de Prolhiac de 
Fourt de, Archbishop of Mechlin. Des colonies, et de la révolution actuelle 
de l’Amérique. 2 volumes. Paris: F. Béchet, A. Egron (facing title page: se 
vend à Londres chez Boussange et Masson), 1817. 8°, contemporary tree 
calf (one corner worn; other very minor binding wear; boards slightly 
bowed), boards with borders ruled in blind, edges of boards as well as 
head and foot of spine milled, smooth spine richly gilt with red and 
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green morocco lettering and numbering pieces, gilt letter, marbled 
endleaves, text-block edges marbled, crimson silk place markers. In 
very good to fine condition. Publisher’s signature “Bechet” below 
printed authentication statement on verso of title page of volume I. 
Contemporary inscriptions “Conde de Rio Maior Antonio” on half 
titles. (2 ll.), xxxii, 403 pp., (1 l. errata); (2 ll.), 394 pp., (1 l. errata).		
	 2 volumes.	 $1,200.00

First edition thus; a significantly revised version of the author’s Les Trois Ages des 
Colonies, ou de leur état passé, présent et a venir (3 volumes, 1801-1802). This is perhaps the 
most intellectually impressive of the author’s writings, and one of his most important 
works. It discusses the political economy of European colonies in America, Africa and 
Asia, from a theoretical, historical, and practical point of view. 

Chapter II, volume I is titled “Colonies Portugaises” (pp. 12-42). There are similar 
chapters on Dutch (pp. 43-62), English (pp. 63-89), French (pp. 90-118) and Spanish (pp. 
119-156) colonies. Chapters X and XI are on “Des compagnies exclusives de commerce”, 
and “Du commerce exclusif des Métropoles avec les Colonies”. Chapter XII deals with “De 
l’esclavage dans les Colonies—Saint-Domingue” (pp. 257-323). Volume II has chapters on 
the need for change in colonies, the separation of colonies from their mother countries, and 
dependence and independence—for the most part greatly revised or completely rewritten. 
Chapters XX-XXIV are new to this edition; they are “Nécessité d’un Congrès colonial” 
(pp. 151-6); “L’Espagne peut-elle reconquérir et garder ses Amériques?—Que doit faire 
l’Espagne?” (pp. 157-203); “Des Droits de l’Europe dans la guerre de l’Espagne contre 
ses Amériques” (pp. 204-47); “De l’Influence des Colonies sur les Marines de l’Europe 
(pp. 248-70); and “Que doivent faire pour leurs Colonies les puissances inférieures en 
marine” (pp. 271-7). Chapters XXVI-XXVII are “Plan proposés pour les Colonies” (pp. 
278-89); “Plan pour les Colonies” (pp. 290-9); and “Avantages, Pertes e Dédommagemens 
dans le Plan des Colonies” (pp. 300-21). Chapter XXIX is titled “De l’Empire anglais dans 
l’Inde, et de sa durée” (pp. 324-49). Chapter XXX, “Que deviendront les États-Unis?” 
(pp. 350-94), is completely new to the present edition.

Pradt (1759-1837) was born in Allanches (Auvergne) and received a doctorate of 
theology from the Université de Paris in 1786. In 1789 he was elected to the États Généraux, 
where he defended the interests of the clergy until fleeing to Germany after the outbreak 
of the French Revolution. For the next decade he lived in Hamburg and Münster, where 
he published several works critical of the Revolution. Returning to France in 1800, Pradt 
soon earned Napoleon’s favor, and with it appointments as bishop of Poitiers (1805) and 
archbishop of Malines (1808). He undertook several diplomatic missions for Napoleon 
but, unable to serve Church and State equally, found the work increasingly repugnant. 
Pradt renounced his office in 1816, immediately placing his pen in the service of liberal 
ideas and against monarchy. Of Pradt’s fifty or so published works, all but a handful 
appeared in 1816 and later. Among them are Des trois derniers mois de l’Amérique Meridi-
onale et du Brésil (1817) and Les six derniers mois de l’Amérique et du Brézil (1818).

Provenance: D. António de Saldanha Oliveira Jusarte e Sousa (Azinhaga, 1776-Vienna, 
1825), second Conde de Rio Maior, eldest son of the first count, grandson of the first 
Marquês de Pombal, army officer, and confidant of D. João, the Prince Regent, later King 
D. João VI. He accompanied the royal family to Brazil in 1807, returning with the King to 
Portugal in 1821. Shortly afterwards he was sent on an abortive mission to Brazil, and in 
1823 he was charged with the thankless task of accompanying the Infante D. Miguel when 
that prince was sent into forced exile. The Casa da Anunciada library of the Counts of 
Rio Maior was one of the best private libraries ever formed in Portugal. It was dispersed 
for the most part not long after the April 1974 Portuguese revolution.

❊ Sabin 64882. On the author, see Nouvelle biographie générale XL, 970-3. 
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Mexico and the Holy See

51. PRADT, Dominique Georges Frédéric de Riom de Prolhiac de 
Fourt de, Archbishop of Mechlin. Concordat de l’Amérique avec Rome. 
Paris: Béchet Ainé, 1827. 8°, original grayish-brown printed wrappers 
(chipping to spine, upper outer corner of rear wrapper). Woodcut 
monogram on title page. Some very minor, light waterstains. Two leaves 
with minor stains from blue pencil in margins. A few leaves with small 
tears. Uncut. Overall in very good condition. Blue penciled shelfmark 
in upper outer corner of title-page. Small round rubber stamp on verso 
of title-page. (2 ll.), xvi, 310 pp., (1 l. errata), 20 pp. advertisement.		
		  $500.00

FIRST EDITION; a second appeared in 1828. Deals with relations between Mexico 
and the Holy See. The advertisements are Catalogue de la Libraireie de Béchet Aniné, éditeur 
des Œuvres de MM. de Pradt, ancien archevêque de Malines; de Benjamin Constant, du vicomte 
d’Arlincourt, Guizot … Quai des Augustins, Nº 47, Octobre 1826. A listing of 33 volumes 
by Pradt appears on the back cover.

Pradt (1759-1837) was born in Allanches (Auvergne) and received a doctorate of 
theology from the Université de Paris in 1786. In 1789 he was elected to the États Généraux, 
where he defended the interests of the clergy until fleeing to Germany after the outbreak 
of the French Revolution. For the next decade he lived in Hamburg and Münster, where 
he published several works critical of the Revolution. Returning to France in 1800, Pradt 
soon earned Napoleon’s favor, and with it the offices of bishop of Poitiers (1805) and 
archbishop of Malines (1808). He undertook several diplomatic missions for Napoleon but, 
unable to serve church and state equally, found the work increasingly repugnant. Pradt 
renounced his office in 1816, immediately placing his pen in the service of liberal ideas 
and against monarchy. Of Pradt’s 50 or so published works, all but a handful appeared 
from 1816 or later. Among his many works are Des colonies et de la révolution actuelle de 
l’Amérique (1817), Des trois derniers mois de l’Amérique Meridionale et du Brésil (1817) and 
Les six derniers mois de l’Amérique et du Brézil (1818).

❊ Palau 235044: without collation. Sabin 64885: calling for (2), xvi, 310, (1) p. On the 
author, see Nouvelle biographie générale XL, 970-3. Bujanda, Index Librorum Prohibitorum, 
1600-1966, p. 724. 

52. [RAMIREZ, José Fernando]. A Memorial Setting Forth the Rights and 
Just Reasons which the Government of the United States of Mexico Has, for 
Not Recognizing the Validity of the Privilege Granted to D. José Garay, for 
Opening a Way of Communication between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 
by the Isthmus of Tehuantepec .... New York: W.G. Stewart, 1852. 8°, recent 
crimson half morocco with red paper sides, spine with raised bands in 
6 compartments, gilt; original printed wrappers (with small tears and 
repairs) bound in. In good to very good condition. (1 l.), 44, 39 pp.; 
English translation followed by the original Spanish text.		  $600.00

FIRST EDITION of the “official” report on Garay’s contract to open a canal across 
the Isthmus. Granted by Santa Anna’s Provisional Government on March 1, 1842, the 
contract stated that Garay was to complete the project within a specified period, and 
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also regulate colonization of the area. Seven years and several extensions later, work 
had not even begun, and Garay transferred his rights to the house of Manning. Matters 
were further complicated by the dissolution of the Constitutional Congress: did their 
approbation of Santa Anna’s acts still hold valid? Ramirez, the Minister of Relations, 
wrote this Memorial to describe Garay’s breach of contract and dispell the controversies 
surrounding his contract.

The Spanish text, Memoria instructiva de los derechos y justas causas ... , Mexico: Vicente 
G. Torres, 1852, appears with its own title page following the English translation. A note 
on the second leaf indicates that an incorrect and incomplete translation had been pub-
lished in Mexico and reprinted in New York, and for that reason “it has been thought 
proper to insert here the Spanish and English texts.”

❊ Palau 246744: citing only the Mexico: Torres, 1852 edition, with a collation of 
30 pp. Sabin 26548 & 26547: listing the Spanish and English versions separately, with a 
collation of 39 pp. for each. Not located in AAS online catalogue.

Major, Quasi-Constitutional Revisions for the State of Mexico

53. RIVA PALACIO, Mariano. El. C. Mariano Riva Palacio, Governador del 
Estado de Mexico, a todos sus habitantes, sabed: [text begins] Que en uso de 
las facultades que me concede el art. 1.º de los transitorios de la ley Orgánica 
electoral, espedida por el Soberano Congresso estraordinario constituyente, y 
de acuerdo con el Consejo de Estado, he tenido á bien descretar lo siguiente 
…. (Toluca?): n.pr., (1857). 4°, stitched. Caption title. Occasional light 
browning. Overall in very good condition. 13 pp., (1 blank l.).	$300.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION?
Mariano Riva Palacio (1803-1880), serving for the second of three times as Governor 

of the State of Mexico (January 26 to July 4, 1857), here decrees 114 articles, many of a 
basic and quasi-constitutional nature. Born in Mexico City and married to the daughter 
of General Vicente Guerrero, one of the most prominent leaders of the War for Mexican 
Independence, he served as a City Councilor for Mexico City (1829), federal congress-
man (1833), Minister of Justice (1851), Minister of Finance (June-August 1848), and was 
Governor of the State of Mexico in 1849, 1857, and 1871. He was the lawyer appointed 
to defend the deposed Emperor Macimilian. His archives are at the University of Texas.

❊ OCLC: 20582761 (University of California-Berkeley, Duke University Library); 
22755147 (Yale University). Not located in University of Texas online catalogue.

Stay in Your Parish, Educate Your Flock, Bury Your Dead

54.  RUBIO Y SALINAS, Manuel Joseph. Carta Circular del Ilmo. 
Sr. Dr. D. Manuel Joseph Rubio y Salinas, Arzobispo de Mexico del 
Consejo de Su Magestad, dirigida a los Jueces Eclesiasticos, y Curas, assi 
Seculares, como regulares de su Diocesi: sobre la Residencia personal en 
las Parrochias, Instruccion Christiana, y buen tratamiento que deben dàr à 
sus Peligreses. Mexico: Imprenta de la Bibliotheca Mexicana, 1762. 4°, 
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disbound. Holes in last 6 leaves, affecting text, with loss of several 
words per page; large hole in blank portion of final leaf crudely 
repaired. Gouged at top margin, with loss of only a few letters on 
one leaf. Poor condition. Early signature in ink at foot of title-page 
of Fr. Camilo de Salazar. (1 l.), 25 pp.		  $100.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION of this letter from the archbishop of Mexico to the clergy 
serving there. He expresses his grief over the behavior of some of them, and insists that 
bishops and curates must live in their parishes or suffer penalties. He allows “vacations” 
if they comply for a year and sets rules for sick leave and family leave. 

He also insists that the clergy be there not merely in body, but that they be educating 
their flocks (“residencia personal, formal, activa, eficaz, y laboriosa,” p. 13). For example, 
they are to personally instruct parishioners old and young in the rudiments of Christian-
ity. The procedure for doing so is set out explicitly; for example, if the ringing of the bell 
doesn’t attract enough of the town’s children, the priest must send out sacristans, school 
teachers, and others to bring the children to the church.

The archbishop’s third point (pp. 21-22) is that ecclesiastical judges must not maltreat 
the Indians under their jurisdiction: they should not be punished with the same severity 
that is meted out to those thoroughly familiar with Church doctrine.

In a final point, he requires that local clergy not leave bodies unburied pending 
payment of the usual amount to the parish: “Es cosa de pernicioso exemplo, y escandalosa 
al Pueblo” (p. 22-23).

Rubio y Salinas (1702-1765) was born in Colmenar, Castilla la Nueva, and held a 
variety of church posts before being appointed archbishop of Mexico in 1747, a post he 
held until his death 17 years later.

❊ Medina, Mexico 4795. Beristain y Souza (1883) III, 71-2. OCLC: 19968395 (New 
York Public Library, University of California-Berkeley, John Carter Brown Library, Texas 
A&M University, University of Texas-Austin); 79035515 (New York Public Library). Not 
located in CCPBE. Not located in Rebiun. Not located in Jisc. Not located in KVK (51 
databased searched)

Jubilee Year 1760 for Mexico—The Phillipps Copy

55.  RUBIO Y SALINAS, Manuel Joseph, Archbishop of Mexico. 
Edicto del Ilmº Señor Arzobispo de Mexico, para la publicacion del jubileo 
universal, que N. Santissimo Padre Clemente XIII …. (Mexico): Imprenta 
de la Bibliotheca Mexicana, 1760. 4°, disbound. Woodcut initial letter. 
From the library of Sir Thomas Phillipps. (1 l.), 17 pp.		  $800.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION of this edict issued by Rubio y Salinas in August 1760. 
It summarizes the proclamation of Pope Clement XIII designating 1760 as a Jubilee Year, 
and the subsequent supporting proclamation issued by Charles III of Spain. The faith-
ful are instructed in the proper ways of observing the Jubilee Year and the terms under 
which indulgences will be granted.

Rubio y Salinas (1702-1765) was born in Spain and held a variety of church posts 
before being appointed archbishop of Mexico in 1747, a post he held until his death.

Provenance: Sir Thomas Phillipps, 1st Baronet (1792-1872) was an English antiquary 
and book collector who amassed the largest collection of manuscript material in the 
19th century, due to his severe condition of bibliomania. He was an illegitimate son of a 



	 5 6 	 r i c h a r d  c .  r a m e r

textile manufacturer and inherited a substantial estate, which he spent almost entirely 
on vellum manuscripts, and, when out of funds, borrowed heavily to buy manuscripts, 
thereby putting his family deep into debt. Phillipps began his collecting while still at 
Rugby and continued at Oxford. Eventually he acquired some 40,000 printed books and 
60,000 manuscripts, arguably the largest collection a single individual has created, and 
coined the term “vello-maniac” to describe his obsession. A.N.L. Munby notes that he 
spent perhaps between two hundred thousand and a quarter of a million pounds, alto-
gether four or five thousand pounds a year, while accessions came in at the rate of forty 
or fifty a week. He was an assiduous cataloguer who established the Middle Hill Press 
(named after his country seat at Broadway, Worcestershire) in 1822 not only to record 
his book holdings but also to publish his findings in English topography and genealogy. 
Ultimately, the dispersal of his collection took over 100 years. A five-volume history 
of the collection and its dispersal, Phillipps Studies, by A. N. L. Munby was published 
between 1951 and 1960.

❊ León, Bibliografía mexicana del s. XVIII 662: same collation. Medina, México 4662: 
[calling for port.?]. Beristain de Souza (1947) VII, 2731. Sabin 48448. Not in Palau. Not 
located in NUC. 

*56. SABIN, Joseph [with Wilberforce Eames and R.W.G. Vail]. A 
Dictionary of Books Relating to America, from its Discovery to the Present 
Time. 29 volumes in 2. New York: Mini-Print Corp., [1967]. Large, thick 
oblong 8° (20 x 24 cm.), publisher’s cloth. In fine condition.			
	 29 volumes in 2.	 $225.00

Indispensable bibliographical reference to over 106,000 works relating to the history of 
the Americas. Reduced-print facsimile reprint of the original edition, New York 1868-1936.

❊ Breslauer and Folter 129. 

Urges Mexican Clergy to Obey God's Law

57. SAINZ DE ALFARO Y BEAUMONT, Isidoro. Circular que dirige el Sr. 
Gobernador de la Sagrada Mitra a los parrocos y eclesiasticos del Arzobispado 
de Mexico, recordando la dignidad sacerdotal, y obligacion de instruir y edificar 
al pueblo con buen exemplo. N.p.: n.pr., issued in the city of Mexico, 29 
January 1810. 4°, modern wrappers. Fore-edge of final leaf cropped, 
with loss of a few letters. In good condition. (1 l.), 32 pp.		  $400.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION. The author urges the clergy in Mexico to obey God’s 
laws and to set an example for the laymen, and to remember what happened to France, 
which is being punished for its lack of religion by being ruled by a tyrant. Sainz de 
Alfaro, who served as an Inquisitor in Barcelona and Mexico, had written a circular in 
the previous year advocating that cemeteries in the Archbishopric of Mexico be placed 
away from churches and towns.

❊ Medina, Mexico 10512: citing copies in the British Museum and his own collec-
tion. Sutro p. 78. Beristain de Sousa (1883) I, 54 (not clear if this refers to the present 
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work). Not in Palau. Not in Sabin. Not located in NUC. OCLC: 78745424 (Morgan 
Library, University of California-Berkeley, University of Pennsylvania, British Library); 
22659063 (Yale University); 1027478764 (British Library copy digitized); 836897288 
(Microfiche of the Yale copy at Ibero-Amerikanisches Institute); 756942144 (Microfiche 
of the British Library copy at New Mexico State University). Not located in CCPBE. 
Not located in Rebiun. Jisc repeats the British Library only.

Exhorts Mexican Clergy to Support King Fernando VII

58.  [SAINZ DE ALFARO Y BEAUMONT, Isidoro]. Circular que el 
Señor Gobernador de la Sagrada Mitra dirige as los parrocos y eclesiasticos 
del Arzobispado de Mexico, recordando la obediencia y fidelidad a Dios y a 
nuestro cautivo Rey Fernando VII. (Mexico): n.pr., (1810). 4°, disbound. 
In very good condition. Contemporary ink flourishes on final page, by 
signatures. (1 l.), 34 pp.		  $800.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION of this pamphlet exhorting Mexican clergy to support 
their captive king, D. Fernando VII against the machinations of Napoleon and his brother 
Joseph Bonaparte, named king of Spain and the Indies in 1808. It was issued slightly less 
than six months prior to Hidalgo’s “Grito de Dolores”. Joseph Bonaparte had been trying 
to lure loyal Americans to his side: “Falso rey Josef, los fidelisimos americanos se burlan de 
tus papeles sediciosos, de tus pomposas ofertas, de tus lisongeros futuros proyectos ….”

The pamphlet was issued by Isidoro Sainz de Alfaro acting as archbishop of Mexico 
on behalf of Francisco Xavier de Lizana y Baumont, who was at the time archbishop of 
Mexico as well as viceroy, governor and captain-general of New Spain. Sainz de Alfaro 
mentions Napoleon’s treatment of the pope, and besides New Spain, mentions Nicaragua, 
Campeche, Guatemala and the Philippines.

❊ Palau 285402 (calling in error for only 34 pp.). Gonzalez de Cossio, La imprenta 
en Mexico (1553-1820), 510 adiciones a la obra de Jose Toribio Medina 578 (agreeing with the 
collation of the present copy). Beristain de Sousa (1883) I, 54 (not clear if this refers to the 
present work). Not in Medina, Mexico. Not in Sabin. OCLC: 520006517 (Arizona State 
University-Tempe, The Huntington Library, University of California-Berkeley, University 
of California-Los Angeles, University of Pennsylvania, Texas A&M University, University 
of Texas-Austin, Washington State University); 504481788 (Indiana University, British 
Library); 740443593 (Biblioteca Nacional de España, Universidad de Sevilla); 55266671 
(Biblioteca Nacional de Chile, Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico); 252852822 (Staatsbiblio-
thek zu Berlin); 1097703448 (Universidad Autonoma de Puebla); 1318314105 (Biblioteca 
Nacional de Chile); 1318332813 (Biblioteca Nacional de Chile); 818342010 (Ministerio 
de Educación, Cultura y Deporte-Madrid). Rebiun locates two copies: Universidade de 
Sevilla, and Universidad de La Laguna. Jisc repeats the British Library only.
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Santa Anna—”Victor of Tampico,” 
“Savior of the Motherland,” or “The Napoleon of the West”

59. SANTA ANNA, Antonio Lopez de. Manifiesto del General de Division 
Antonio Lopez de Santa-Anna. Veracruz: Imprenta Patriótica de Tamariz 
y Guevara, 1829. 4°, disbound. Title page has elaborate typographi-
cal border plus a woodcut vignette of an oval shield (“Federacion o 
muerte”) supported by seated figures of Justice (with a sword and 
a pair of scales) and another classical figure, with a spear. Lower 
wrapper has typographical border and vignette of the coat of arms 
of Mexico (an eagle attacking a snake, on top of a prickly pear cac-
tus). Unopened. Horizontal foldline. Small faint dampstain to lower 
margin of first leaf. A bit frayed at the edges. Overall in good to very 
good condition. (1 l.), 7 pp., (1 l.); the first and last leaves could be 
considered original printed wrappers.		  $1,600.00

FIRST EDITION of this letter dated December 15, 1829; it appeared again in Guatemala, 
1830. The text on p. 1 begins: “El General de Division Antonio Lopez de Santa-Anna a sus 
compatriotas. Véome nuevamente en el case de difigir la palabra á mis conciudadanos 
....” In this letter written from his hacienda of Manga de Clavo in Veracruz, where he 
was recovering from wounds suffered in the service of his country, Lopez de Santa Anna 
describes the political unrest in Mexico and why he is siding with Anastasio Bustamante.

During the summer of 1829, the Barradas Expedition landed at Tampico. It was 
Spain’s final attempt to regain control of Mexico. By September, Lopez de Santa Anna 
had forced the Spanish to surrender, consolidating Mexican independence and increas-
ing his own popularity. He styled himself the “Victor of Tampico,” the “Savior of the 
Motherland,” or “The Napoleon of the West.”

On December 4, 1829, with Lopez de Santa Anna’s support, Vice President Anastasio 
Bustamente rebelled against President Vicente Guerrero, who had come to power by a 
revolution in Mexico City less than a year earlier. The present Manifiesto was issued by 
Lopez de Santa Anna two days before Guerrero was captured. Over the course of 40 
years, Santa Anna went on to serve 11 terms as president of the Republic. His political 
base was in the port city of Veracruz, where this pamphlet was printed.

❊ Palau 297703. Not in Sutro. Not in Bibliotheca mejicana. Not in Steele & Costeloe, 
Independent Mexico, which has several other works by Santa Anna. Not located in NUC. 
OCLC: 20055264 (without noting the initial or ultimate unnumbered leaves: University 
of California-Berkeley, Texas State Library & Archives). Not located in Patrimonio Bibli-
ográfico Mexicano-Catálogo Colectivo de Fundos Antigos, which cites a México: Imprenta 
de Navarro, 1848 work with a similar title (two copies, both in the Biblioteca Nacional 
de México), but which appears to contain a different text. Not located in Rebiun. Jisc 
locates a copy at British Library. Not located in KVK (which should have cited British 
Library; 51 databases searched).
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Describes Paraguay, Uruguay, Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Mexico

60.  SÃO JANUARIO, Januario Correia de Almeida, 1º Visconde 
and Barão de, later 1º Conde de. Missão do Visconde de San Januario nas 
Republicas da America do Sul, 1878 e 1879. Lisbon: Imprensa Nacional, 
1880. Large 8°, recent quarter calf over marbled boards, spine with raised 
bands in five compartments with gilt ornaments, red leather lettering-
piece with short title in second compartment from head; original beige 
printed wrappers bound in (tissue repair affects border). In fine condi-
tion. Oval stamp of B.M. Tavares de Proença / J. de Saldanha Oliveira 
e Souza on recto of half-title (shelfmark “1263” penciled in center). 391 
pp., (1. 1 blank l.).		  $350.00

FIRST EDITION; describes the geography, economy, commerce and politics of Para-
guay, Uruguay, Argentina, Bolivia, Peru, Chile and Mexico. Januário Correia de Almeida 
(1827-1901), Visconde, Barão and later Conde de São Januário, was governor of India 
from 1870-1871; he also served as governor of Cabo Verde and of Macau and Timor, as 
minister plenipotentiary in China, Japan and Siam, and later to the republics of South 
America. He was a deputy to various sessions of the Cortes, serving as Minister of War 
in the government of José Luciano de Castro in 1886. In 1887 he was elevated to Con-
selheiro de Estado. A corresponding member of the Academia Real de Ciências, he was 
also a founding member of the Sociedade de Geografia de Lisboa, and its first president.

Provenance: D. José de Saldanha Oliveira e Souza, who also used the name José Luiz 
de Saldanha (1839-1912), was a son of D. João de Saldanha Oliveira Juzarte Figueira e 
Sousa, 3.º conde de Rio Maior, and brother of António José Luís de Saldanha Oliveira 
Juzarte Figueira e Sousa, 4º conde and 1.º marquês de Rio Maior. A chemist and mineralo-
gist, parliamentary deputy, and high government official, he studied mathematics and 
philosophy at Coimbra University, wrote on subjects as varied as agriculture, finance, and 
engravings, and amassed an important library. He was a devoted proponent of progress 
in the national agricultural sector, which he considered one of the primary sources of 
public wealth. See Grande enciclopédia XIX, 402; Innocêncio XIII, 66-7; Aditamentos, pp. 
254-5. The Casa da Anunciada library of the counts of Rio Maior was one of the best 
private libraries ever formed in Portugal. It was dispersed for the most part not long 
after the April 1974 Portuguese revolution.

❊ Innocêncio X, 119. NUC: DLC, CU, CSt, OCl. Porbase locates five copies, all at 
Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal (one in “mau estado”). Jisc locates a copy each at Oxford 
University and Essex University.

61. TICKNOR, George. Life of William Hickling Prescott. Boston: Ticknor 
and Fields, 1864. 4°, publisher’s brown cloth, gilt superlibros, beveled 
edges (some rubbing), spine rounded with gilt-lettered title, author and 
ornaments (spine faded and with small defect at head). Wood-engraved 
headpieces, tailpieces and initials. Ruled borders throughout. Overall 
in very good condition. Four-line ink inscription on front flyleaf to 
Miriam C. Sears from her husband David Sears, dated January 1, 1864. 
Frontispiece, x, 491 pp., 3 ll. of plates, 16 wood engravings in text.		
		  $40.00

FIRST EDITION. Prescott (1796-1859) was one of the most eminent American 
historians of the nineteenth century. He specialized in Renaissance Spain and the early 
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Spanish Empire. Among his classic works are The History of the Reign of Ferdinand and 
Isabella the Catholic (1837), The History of the Conquest of Mexico (1843), and A History of 
the Conquest of Peru (1847). Ticknor, a close friend of Prescott, wrote this long personal 
memoir that has become an invaluable source on Prescott’s life.

Tobacco in Orizava, Cordova y Jalapa

62. [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Contrata celebrada por la Direccion General 
del Tabaco y demas rentas estancadas, autorizada al efecto competentemente por 
el Supremo Gobierno, con los cosecheros de los distritos de Orizava, Cordova 
y Jalapa, para los años de 844 a 848, y con arreglo a las supremas ordenes de 
18 de mayo, 13 y 15 de julio ultimos. Mexico: En la Casa de Correccion, 
1843. 8°, disbound. In very good condition. Early manuscript “4” in 
margin of title page. 24 pp.		  $400.00

FIRST EDITION of these regulations for Mexican tobacco farmers in the state of 
Veracruz, near the Gulf Coast.

❊ Not in Arents. NUC: CU-B (giving date as 1848 [sic]). OCLC: 255544949 (Staats und 
Universitätsbibliothek Hamburg); 84213170 (without location). Not located in Jisc. KVK 
(51 databases searched) locates only the copy at Hamburg. Melvyl adds a copy at CSL.

Financial Problems with the Tobacco Monopoly in Mexico;  
Mentions Recent Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with the United States

63. [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Contrato de compania celebrado por el Supremo 
Gobierno, para la administracion y giro de la renta del tabaco, y exposicion con 
que lo remitio a las camaras el Secretario del Despacho de Hacienda. Mexico: 
Imprenta de Lara, 1848. 8°, disbound, traces of early blue wrappers. 
Decorative motifs on title page, at headings, and end. In good to very 
good condition. Old ink numeral (“11”) in manuscript in blank corner 
of title page. 35 pp.		  $250.00

FIRST EDITION? A similar work, with the title beginning “Contrato de la Com-
pania,” was printed in Mexico City, 1848, with a collation of 37 pp.; in OCLC, it is listed 
in a number of microfiche copies apparently traceable to an original at Yale University.

This is an attempt to settle a snafu about supplying and paying for tobacco. The 
recent treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo with the United States, which ended the Mexican 
War, is mentioned on p. 3. Pages 11-35 are supporting documents.

❊ Not in Sutro. OCLC: 10978939 (New York Public Library, University of California-
Berkeley, University of Southern California, University of Texas-Austin); 434446331 
(Biblioteca Nacional de España); cf. 22749803, 22635042, 837331820, 837860722, 79722340, 
all with a slightly different title (see above) with 37 pp. Not located in Jisc.
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Tobacco Contract in Mexico

64.  [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Observaciones al dictamen de la segunda 
Comision de Hacienda de la Cámara de Diputados del Congreso General, de 4 
de abril del corriente año, sobre que no se celebren contratas con la Empresa de 
Tabacos. Mexico: impreso por Ignacio Cumplido, 1840. Tall 8°, disbound. 
Some light foxing. In good to very good condition. 22 pp.		  $450.00

FIRST EDITION. Invective aimed at the abolition of the estanco and regulation of 
contracts between the government and the Empresa de Tabacos. At issue is the dicta-
men issued by the government and published in the national press, without having 
passed through the Camara, that no contracts concerning tobacco can be made without 
the previous authority of the Congreso General. Another edition was printed in 1850.

❊ Not in Arents. Not located in NUC. OCLC: 19945782 (University of California-
Berkeley, University of Connecticut); 432717675 and 776481829 (Biblioteca Nacional de 
España); 651383691 (Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico); 778683794 is digitized. Not located 
in Jisc, which lists the 1850 edition at British Library. KVK (51 databases searched) locates 
only a microfilm copy. Melvyl locates a copy a UCB.

Administration of Tobacco in Mexico

65.  [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Planta general de los empleados de las 
administraciones principales de la Renta del Tabaco en los departamentos, sus 
resguardos y fabricas, aprobada por el Supremo Gobierno en 17 de Setiembre 
último. Mexico: Imprenta de J.M. Lara, 1842. 8°, disbound. Wood-
engraved vignette on title page. In good condition. With contemporary 
ink marginalia. 15 pp.		  $600.00

FIRST and ONLY EDITION of this accounting by the Mexican Dirección General 
de la Renta de Tabacos, giving salaries, allowances, number of employees, etc., for its 
establishments in Mexico City, Cordova, Jalapa, Veracruz, Zacatecas, Jalasco, Durango, 
San Luis Potosi, Chihuahua, Guanajuato, Queretaro, Puebla, Oajaca, Michoacan, Victoria, 
Tampico, Monterey, and Sinaloa.

❊ Sabin 63309. Not in Sutro. Not in Palau. Not in Arents. OCLC: 79934352 (Insti-
tuto Tecnologico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey); 562568266 (British Library). 
Not located in CCPBE. Not located in Rebiun. Jisc locates a copy in the British Library. 
Not located in KVK (51 databases searched). Not located in Library of Congress Online 
Catalogue. Not located in Catnyp. Not located in Hollis. Not located in Orbis. Not 
located in University of Texas online catalogue. Melvyl locates a copy at the California 
State Library with only 14 pp.
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Mexican Tobacco Contract

66. [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Reflexiones sobre el contrato de compañía, 
celebrado por el Supremo Gobierno en 18 de agosto de 1848, para el manejo 
y administracion de la renta del tabaco, y sobre el acuerdo de la Camara de 
Diputados de mediados del ultimo mayo, relativo a su rescision. Mexico: 
Imprenta de J.M. Lara, 1851. 8°, disbound. Wood-engraved headpiece 
and initial on p. 3. In very good condition. Old ink manuscript “13” in 
corner of title page. 30 pp.		  $300.00

FIRST EDITION, giving the pros and cons of the present and proposed method of 
managing the tobacco monopoly.

❊ Not in Arents. Not located in NUC. OCLC: 4181167 (University of California at 
Berkeley, University of California at San Diego, University of Connecticut); 432772507 
(Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid); 562555533 (British Library). Jisc repeats the British Library. 
Not located in KVK (51 databases searched).

Tobacco in Orizava, Veracruz

67. [TOBACCO—MEXICO]. Reglamento del cuerpo de cosecheros de tabaco 
del distrito de Orizava, aprobado por el Supremo Gobierno en 13 de agosto de 
1842. Mexico: Imprenta de J.M. Lara, 1842. 8°, disbound. In very good 
condition. 18 pp.		  $400.00

FIRST EDITION. The cosecheros (harvesters, reapers) of Orizava agree to act as a 
group rather than as individuals, sharing expenses and limiting production as the local 
collective decrees.

Orizava (or Orizaba) is in Veracruz, near the Gulf Coast of Mexico.

❊ Not in Arents. NUC: CU-B. OCLC: 19914468 (University of California-Berkeley, 
Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Hamburg, calling for 18 pp.); 19914452 (University of 
California-Berkeley, calling for 19 pp.). Not located in Jisc. KVK (51 databases searched) 
locates only the Hamburg copy.

68.  TORRES LANZAS, Pedro. Relación descriptiva de los mapas, 
planos &, [sic] de México y Floridas existentes en el Archivo General de 
Indias por ... Jefe de dicho Archivo. 2 volumes in 1. Mansfield Centre, 
Connecticut: Maurizio Martino, (1997). 8°, beige publisher’s cloth, 
gilt-stamped red label. As new. [8], 223 pp.; 200 pp., (1 l.). One of 
100 copies. ISBN: 1-57898-014-3.	 2 volumes in 1.	 $45.00

Limited edition facsimile reprint of the Seville, 1900 edition. The 516 maps range 
from 1519 to 1823. At the end are indexes by author and by geographical place name. 
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona figure significantly.
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69. TSCHIFFELY, A. F. Don Roberto: Being the Account of the Life and Works 
of R.B. Cunninghame Graham 1852-1936. London: William Heinemann 
Ltd., 1937. Large 8°, dark blue publisher’s cloth (heavily spotted), gilt 
logo on front cover, gilt lettering on smooth spine; two pieces of dust 
jacket (front and flap from inside front) tipped to blank recto of fron-
tispiece. In good to very good condition. Frontispiece, xx, 458 pp., (1 
blank l.), 29 ll. of plates, facsimiles and maps in text.		  $25.00

FIRST EDITION. Cunninghame Graham (1852-1936) moved to Argentina as a 
young man to make his fortune cattle-ranching. He was affectionately known as “Don 
Roberto,” a great adventurer and gaucho. Later he traveled to Morocco as a Turkish sheik, 
prospected for gold in Spain, befriended Buffalo Bill, and taught fencing in Mexico City. 
By the early 1880s he returned to his native Scotland, where he became a radical socialist, 
journalist, and prolific author.

Interesting Pro-Lizardi Pamphlet

70. [VILLAVICENCIO, Pablo]. Sueno infernal y extraordinario, por El 
Payo del Rosario. Mexico: José Maria Ramos Palomero, 1822. 4°, dis-
bound and stapled. Scattered light foxing, small wormhole in lower 
blank margin. 12 pp.		  $800.00

FIRST EDITION. An interesting work by one of the leading liberals of the time, and 
an important contribution to the pamphlet war that raged in Mexico from 1820 to 1827, 
the year Fernandez de Lizardi died. The debate focused on Lizardi’s attacks on certain 
aspects of the Church and on his defense of Freemasonry. Villavicencio, a defender of 
Lizardi, uses the literary device of a dream brought on by the imagined death of Lizardi 
to present the participants in the debate and their positions in the controversy. 

❊ Palau 368962. Sutro I, 371-77. Not in Steele & Costeloe. NUC: InU, CtY. 
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California and Nicaragua

71. WELLS, William Vincent. Walker’s Expedition to Nicaragua; a History 
of the Central America War; and the Sonora and Kinney Expeditions, Including 
All the Recent Diplomatic Correspondence, Together with a New and Accu-
rate Map of Central America, and a Memoir and Portrait of General William 
Walker. New York: Stringer and Townsend, 1856. 12°, publisher’s black 
cloth, blocked in blind, spine gilt (some wear). Wood-engraved seal of 
Nicaragua on title page. Some browning, scattered foxing; 2-cm. tear in 
margin of map, which is otherwise in fine condition. Overall in good to 
very good condition. Signatures in ink of J.T. Williams, dated 1858, on 
front pastedown, front free endpaper, and blank verso of frontispiece. 
Stamp of Kenneth Williams on blank verso of frontispiece. Frontispiece 
(wood-engraved portrait with added tint block), vi, [11]-316 pp., large 
folding hand-colored map.		  $600.00

FIRST EDITION of this “highly partisan defense of the filibusters’ regime” (DAB) 
in Nicaragua under William Walker. Save for Walker’s own The War in Nicaragua (1860), 
Walker’s Expedition is the best contemporary account of Walker’s life and expedition to 
Nicaragua in 1855-56. Wells’ account carries events up through Walker’s election as 
president of Nicaragua and formal recognition of his government by the United States 
in June 1856. Walker remained in power for another 10 months. A German translation 
was published at Braunschweig, 1857.

The fine map of Central America bears the imprint of J.H. Colton, New York, 1856, 
and includes insets of the Isthmus of Panama and “The Nicaragua Route.”

William Walker (Nashville, Tennessee 1824-1860, Honduras) trained as a lawyer and 
physician but is famous for filibustering expeditions in which he attempted to establish 
personal “colonies” where slavery would be established. In 1853 he attempted to set 
up shop in Baja California and Sonora, but was easily repulsed by the Mexican govern-
ment. A few years later, he went head-to-head with Cornelius Vanderbilt for control of 
the lucrative traffic from the Caribbean to the Pacific via Nicaragua—the fastest route 
for steamships to carry those in the East to the California gold fields.

Wells (1826-1876) was born in Boston and lived a life of adventure, first on the 
high seas and then, beginning in 1849, in California prospecting for gold. Seeking new 
worlds to exploit, Wells journeyed to Honduras in 1854. The “gold” he found there, 
though not metallic, was nonetheless remunerative: from 1855 to 1874 he served as 
sometime consul for Honduras. His Explorations and Adventures in Honduras was pub-
lished in 1857. Wells spent the last twenty years of his life in San Francisco and New 
York, where he worked as a journalist and author when not furthering the economic 
interests of Honduras and Mexico.

❊ Howes W256: collating as our copy. Not in Sabin. On Wells, see Dictionary of 
American Biography X, 646. 
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